
My name is AXL and I am a true 

gentleman.  I like to flirt with the 

girls and they love it.  I may be a 

senior but I am young at heart. 

I have a spring in my step and a 

sparkle in my eyes.  I love car 

rides and short daily walks.  Will 

you be my forever family?   

For more information on me, 

email darwin@wctatel.net.  

Whatõs better than a box of 

chocolates for Valentines Day?  
ME!!!  Non-fattening and lots of 

exercise playing with me and 

taking me for walks. 

My name is AJAX and I am a silly 

boy who likes to play.  I love my 
squeaky toys.  I would do best in 

a home with children over age 

10.  

 For more information on me, 

email jennefurr@gmail.com. 

Hi, I am MASON.  I am a beautiful 
bi-color boy weighing 98#.  I 

love attention, walks, and tennis 

balls. 

My trust in people has been 

violated so I am cautious of 
strangers.  I would do best in a 

home with no small children. 
Once given the time to let me 

learn about you, I will be very 

loyal.  

 Email goldenpafect@yahoo.com 

to learn more. 

Do You Have Enough Love In Your Heart For Us? 

Foster Homes Urgently Needed 

Our greatest need is foster 

homes.  This is very crucial 

for our rescue, yet is one of 
the hardest goals to achieve.  

We want to immediately 

place dogs that come to our 

program into adequate fos-

ter care.  This way each 

German Shepherd Dog can 

adjust to a home environ-

ment and learn the neces-

sary house manners, train-

ing, etc.  

Foster homes make all the 

difference in the life of a 

homeless dog.  MVGSDR cov-

ers all the expenses for 

care; you provide the love 

and patience.   

We carefully screen all dogs 

coming in to our program.  

Working with your needs 
ensures a positive fostering 

experience.   

Contact us if you would like 

more information on becom-

ing a foster home for 

MVGSDR. 

MVGSDR is a no-kill, 

non-profit organiza-

tion that, through edu-

cation, training, and 

fundraising, is dedi-

cated to caring for 

and finding good 

homes for all German 

Shepherd Dogs that 

are abandoned, ne-

glected, or in need of 

assistance for any 

reason. 

Mississippi Valley 

German Shepherd Dog 

Rescue, Inc. 
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The German shepherd can be a 

great house pet, but you must 

keep in mind of its ancestry. The 
German shepherd was developed 

as a working dog, and if you want 
to keep it as a pet you must still 

provide it with training and activ-

ity. A bored German shepherd 

can become very frustrated. 

Most dog owners use food when 

training their German shepherd. 

Food is an easy way of encourag-
ing your German shepherd and a 

small treat will make it under-

stand that it has correctly per-
formed a task. Try to find a food 

that your German shepherd likes, 
but not likes too much. A food 

that makes your German shep-

herd highly agitated is not suit-

able as training treat.  

When you are teaching your 
German shepherd new things, 

you should make sure that the 

surrounding environment is 
calm. Minimize the amount of 

distractions. Be calm and avoid 
unnecessary chatter. The Ger-

man shepherd must be given 

opportunity to think and try to 
figure out the new command 

without being disturbed. 

 If you are taking care of an 

older German shepherd, it can 
have been subjected to more 

violent and stressful forms of 

training. This type of dog will 

need plenty of time to relax 
before it will realize that you do 

not intend to punish it when it 
misunderstands commands. A 

German shepherd puppy will 

usually quickly grasp the òsitó 
command, but an older German 

shepherd that has been trained 
by punishments rather than 

rewards will usually need more 

time before it fully understands 
your commands. Just be patient 

and continue with the exercise. 

1 1/2 cups regular 
oats, uncooked 

1 cup (4 oz.) shred-
ded cheddar cheese  

2/3 cup wheat germ  
1/2 lb. bacon, 
cooked crisp, 
drained, and crum-
bled  

 

 

 

3/4 cup whole wheat 
flour  

1/2 tsp. baking soda  

1/2 tsp. salt  

1 stick margarine, 
softened  

2/3 cup brown sugar  

1 egg, slightly 
beaten  

1 1/2 tsp. vanilla  

Combine flour, soda and 
salt; mix well and set 
aside. Cream butter and 
sugar; beat in egg and 
vanilla. Add flour mix-
ture, mixing well. Stir in 
remaining ingredients. 

Drop dough by rounded 
teaspoons onto un-
greased baking sheets. 
Bake at 350 for 16 min-
utes. Cool on baking 
sheet for a minute or so 
before removing to cool-
ing rack. 

more foster homes to help us 

save more lives.  If you are able 

to open up your home to foster a 
rescued GSD, please contact us.  

If you are able to provide finan-
cial assistance, all donations are 

tax-deductible.   

 

Matching Gifts 

If your employer has a match-

ing gift program, you can des-

ignate MVGSDR as a recipient 

if you make a monetary dona-

tion and they will match it.  

Thank you for considering 

MVGSDR! 

This past year, MVGSDR received 

more calls than ever before 

from people losing their homes 
due to the economy or flooding, 

or not having enough money to 
take care of their petsñall want-

ing to relinquish their animals. 

We are in desperate need of 
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Homemade Dog Treat RecipeñCheesy Bacon Biscuits 

Animals and the Economy 

Training Tips ( from www.web-rover .com) 

Check out the 

wonderful dogs 

available for 

adoption at 

www.mvgsdr.org 

Mississippi Valley German 

Shepherd Dog Rescue, Inc. 



The dog pictured in our logo 

is Bear.  He is called a 

'rescue failure' because he 
stayed! He was a high drive 

dog that would do anything 
you asked. The problem is, 

people do not understand 
the needs of such dogs, and 

neither did we back then. He 

was 13 months old when we 
met, and he had spent most 

of his life in one shelter or 

another.  

Bear was untrained, and 

fearless, although his health 

was seriously compromised, 

there was something about 

him you could not put your 

finger on. The ill treatment 

he suffered was not going to 

take his spirit too.  

We just started doing breed 
rescue when we saw Bear. I 

remember saying to the 
shelter staff, "I don't know 

anything about Shepherds". 

She said, "Can you learn"? 
She was determined not to 

put him down that day.  

That was 9 years ago and 

Bear taught us a lot.  He was 

a Certified Therapy Dog that 

visited patients in the hospi-

tal. The staff loved his big 
'teddy bear' hugs, and he 

couldnõt go down the hall 

without someone calling out 

his name. In the dog-training 
world, he is called a 'Demo 

Dog'. He went to pre-schools 
to teach children about bite 

prevention and animal wel-
fare.   He was also a true 

hero, saving other dogs lives 

by being a canine blood do-

nor. 

Sadly, Bear passed away 

from cancer this fall.  He is 

the one that started us on 

this ride, and it has been a 

good one. This rescue effort 

is dedicated to him.  

 

even life-threatening for any dog 

that ingests them, as can be 

antifreezes.  

Please keep your German Shep-
herd away from any of these 

chemicals and check his coat 

and feet frequently after trips 
outside for any materials that 

could possibly build up and irri-

tate the dogs coat or skin.  

A few tips to protect your dog 

during the winter months: 

1. Give your dog additional food in 

the winter to help keep him warm.  

2. Never let your dog off leash if 

you happen to get in a snowstorm 

or ice storm.  

3. Provide your dog a warm, draft-

Have you ever considered that 

the cold, frigid winter weather 

presents the same problems for 

your dog as it does for you?  

How will you know if your dog is 

uncomfortable during the win-

ter? 

Well, a few signs are that the dog 

may shiver or hold up his paws 

as he walks about outside.  

If you leave your GSD outside for 

long periods of time, your dog 

could also possibly experience 

hypothermia or frostbite. 

Be aware that road salts can 
cause sores to a dog's footpads. 

Road salts or any other ice-
melting chemicals can also be 

very hazardous and possibly 

free place to sleep. A bed off the 

floor can provide extra warmth. 

4. Put a flannel sheet inside your 

dog's bed for extra warmth. 

5. Keep antifreeze out of your 

dog's reach!! And be sure to clean 

up any that may have been spilled. 

6. Get a sweater for your dog if it 

is short-haired, elderly, or sensi-

tive to the cold while on walks in 

cold weather. 

Just following a few of these steps 

above can certainly go a long way 

in keeping your dog comfortable 

and healthy during the winter 

months. Protecting your dog dur-

ing the cold winter months is a 

responsibility all dog owners 

share and one all dogs will appre-

ciate.  
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Tips to Protect Your Dog During the Cold Winter Months 

In Memory of Bear (10.09.1998-10.16.2008) 

òMy goal in life is to 

be as good of a 

person my dog 

already thinks I am.ó 

~Author Unknown 

Mississippi Valley German 

Shepherd Dog Rescue, Inc. 

From www.total-german-shepherd.com 
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Mississippi Valley German 

Shepherd Dog Rescue, Inc. 

MVGSDR, Inc. 

4343 16th Street #116 

Moline, Illinois 61265 

www.mvgsdr.org 

Email: 

germanshepherdrescue@gmail.com 

Where the gentle current leads 

them home. 

Weõre on the web!  

www.mvgsdr.org 

Type address here or use Mail Merge 

(under Tools) to automatically 

address this publication to multiple 

recipients.  

 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City _____________________________________________________  State __________  Zip __________ 

 

Home (______)_________________________  Email ___________________________________________ 

 

Thank you in advance for your donation.  An acknowledgement letter will be sent to you.   

Mississippi Valley German Shepherd Dog Rescue, Inc. is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organiza-

tion.  Contributions are deductible to the extent allowable by law. 

 

I want to help homeless  

German Shepherd Dogs. 

 

Enclosed is my contribution amount of  

$ ________________. 

 

Please mail your check to: 

 

MVGSDR, Inc. 

4343 16th St #116 

Moline, IL 61265 

 

For credit card donations we use Pay-

Pal.  Send to normajewell@mchsi.com. 


